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An impressive
historical nove

THE FIRST guestion a baok reviewer
needs to answer is; was it a good read, and
did vou cujoy it

Yes, and ves. The Wealihv: Chronicle of

« Jewish Family is a densely written book
packed ful) of details that must have been
intensevely rescarched. [ must also com-
mend the translator. Withoul having read
the original, I cannot vouch for the verac-
ily of the English, bur the language is so
nuanced and precise that I can anly assume
thac the trunslator has made a brilliani job
of it.

The book is divided inta three sections:
Germany, England and The Land of 1srael,
Well. my fulks came from Poland, close
envugh, ended up in England, which was
my home far 43 years and now 1 live in
[sracl, so of caurse T was poing to be inter-
ested, The background mirrors the back-
ground of many Ashkenazi lews who left
Furope seeking a better and freer life.

Over the years, the fictional family takes
the same pach that so many did in real lite,
from lilcrally rags and life as a peddler, o
middle-vlass respectability, to riches and
entry into the upper classes, using cdu-
cation as @ means of raising their satys,
During the transition, the family would
become increasingly assimilated. But as
so many lound oul in 4 very hrutal way in
Germany and in a more polite and refined
way m England, a person may think of
themsclves as no longer fewish, but w (he
residents of their host country — na mat-
ter haw many vears they have lived there
and whatever public service they may have
performed  they are and always will be
the fews,“the new people.”

The book is a work of historical lie-
tion: a Jol of facts with verilied quotations
maile by actual histerical characters, with
the many fictional characters written in a
very behievable way; that had the fictional
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character actually hived at that cime and in-
teracted with the genuine characters, they
would have thaught, spoken and acted as
they do in the boak.

But — and isn’t there always a but? |
do el that the baok would have benefited
immenscly if an eagle-eved vditor had dil-
igently exercised a blue peneil.

As 4 nine-year-old schoolgirl, 7 was giv-
en the usual end-af~term assignment to
write “What T did on my holidays." The
teacher told us that she expected lots of
descriptive passages, lots of detuil,

For once it was an casy assignment,
I wrote abour being a bridesmaid at my
hrother’s wedding. My dress was but-
wmed at the back with 26 buttons. Did vou
need to know thal? Probably not, Possibly
I needed to know that a character had a
brown suit made for a particular event, but
I did not need 1o know the details of the
huttons on chat suit.

While the presentarion of’ a debutante at
court is an inlegral part of the narrative.
the precise measurcments of |he debu-
tanie’s train and the embroidered design
on her gown are not. And while discussing
the options for the length and shape of the
train, the senience: ™T'he rest you can reud
in Lady Colin Campbell’s book, Etiguetie
of Good Suciery,” belongs in the hotes, if
anywhere. The wealth of detail, although
interesting and informative, can al times
overwhelm and slow dovm the actual story.

[ am full of admiration for the tremen-
dous amount of research that went in the
writing of this book, It is packed wilh [acts
that are both interesting and informative,
leaving vou with that “Gosh, I didn’t know
thac!” feeling, as it vou are also studying
while having a recrealional read.

The third part of the book deals with the
founding and subscquent eslablishment

of the State of [sracl in 1948, Many of
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he guoted speeches are of public record.
Much is made ol the established wealchy
ind influential Jewish veices that were
raised agamst the reation of a Jewish
state. Then as now, Jews holding power-
ful posilions fear the charge of dual loyalty
should they show support for Israel

Again truc to ral life, the yvounger gen-
eration Iinds in [sraxl a nowfound pride
in their origing. And although we arc left
with the thought that although they are in
no way religious, vne has the fecling that
future generations might find their way
back. A boak that lcaves you wanting to
know: where are they now and what hap-
pencd after? ]



