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Immortal lady, till now | have not dared look you in the squinting eye
to see plainly how alike we are.

O left hand of the Creator of ruined worlds,

His hidden partner in the creation of Adam and his wife,

dyslexic sister of bright-eyed Wisdom!

When she and He play lively duets, the voices blend

like two flocks of birds working out in the heavenly gym.

You manage me, my life, and human history,

like a garrulous tourist guide at the foot of extinct Olympus.

You reveal, you conceal yourself in every axil

of every plant, stubborn as a chronic disease.

Suspicious and ingenuous, brazen-faced and apologetic, crooked
or else too straight, miserly and wasteful, in a tearing hurry

or interminably slow, arrogant and appallingly naive.

Sweetly mispronouncing and misdirecting.

Like lice you stick deep in the roots of the hair, whether blond or dark,
whether bushy or thinning, grey or dyed, you don't know the difference

between head and feet. Like a hunter



lurking in ambush, you burst out, make a stink, and dive back under

cover.
Unidentified you pop up at every corner, you multiply

till the world chokes with you.

Did the force of history make mincemeat of millions?
Did a volcanic eruption destroy my life?

That was You, cursed lady!
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